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enough to accommodate 20 ounces of cyanide in medium
sized lumps without boiling over. When trees requiring
more than this amount are to be fumigated, two or more
generators may be used under one tent. Generators with
lids are desirable as the lids not only aid in throwing the
gas outward but prevent spattering of the acid on to
the tent. Acid holes in tents cause serious leakage,
reduce efficiency, and necessitate frequent and expensive
patching. So far, however, no lids manufactured have
proved entirely satisfactory. The most improved type of
generator has the outside of the bottom.flat as usual but
the inside of the bottom is cup-shaped, with the depres-
sion in the center. This is a great advantage when work-
ing with very small trees as it assures a more thorough
decomposition of the small quantity of cyanide used for
each charge.
Still another part of the fumigating outfit is the supply
cart in which are carried the cyanide, sulfuric acid, water,
scales for weighing the cyanide, graduated glass for meas-
uring the acid and water, rubber gloves, dosage schedules,
and lantern. There-is on the market an excellent supply
cart designed especially for this purpose which is highly
desirable where funds will permit, although simpler and
less expensive carts answer very well.
Cyanide
Potassium cyanide was used in all fumigation work until
recently. Now, however, sodium cyanide is used exclu-
sively for the reason that it is not only cheaper but will
supply a larger amount of hydrocyanic acid gas. The